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Overview

• Context
• Overview of Offsetting in B.C.
• Challenges
• Opportunities
• Path Forward

June 14, 2021 2



June 14, 2021 3



Context: Purpose & Legislative Framework
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“… sustain environmental values and components that 
are important to British Columbians”



Example of a Environmental Assessment Certificate Condition:

Context: Regulatory Requirement
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Partnership AgreementWater Sustainability Act



Environmental Mitigation Policy (EMP)
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2014
• Publish
• Endorse

2014-2017

• Implement
• Train
• Draft Habitat Offset 

Decision Support Tool

2017-Present • Refine

ImproveReview



Offsetting in B.C. - Challenges
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Framework

Consistency

Public Land



Offsetting in B.C. - Opportunities
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Conservation Outcomes

Reconciliation

Support Decision Making



Path Forward
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 Project-by-project -> landscape

 What do we want to achieve?



Resources
• Environmental Mitigation Policy
• 2010 Crown Land Indicators and Statistics Report
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Contact
• Karen.Stefanyk@gov.bc.ca

THANK YOU

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/laws-policies-standards-guidance/environmental-guidance-and-policy/environmental-mitigation-policy
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/natural-resource-use/land-water-use/crown-land/crown_land_indicators__statistics_report.pdf
mailto:Karen.Stefanyk@gov.bc.ca
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